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Abstract: Even though considerable progress has been made to
facilitate girls’ education, the overall structure still remains
unfavorable to them. The present study tries to analyze and interpret
the impact of socio-economic factors on girls’ education in
Karnataka. The study adopted descriptive method to explain the
importance, need, advantage of girls’ education and barriers in girls’
education and policy initiatives. The study also adopted survey
method to understand the mindset of people about girls’ education
and problems at ground level to promote girls education. An
analysis made on growth of enrollment, drop out, teacher-pupil
ratio, infrastructure facilities and retention rate related to girls’
education. There is significant association between mindset of
people and preference for girls’ education. The study also used
multiple regression models to measure the impacts of the socio
economic indicators on girls schooling. The analysis further revealed
that the preference for boys over girls also a major phenomenon in
rural area which negatively impact on educating the girls child.
The study concludes with the suggestion to remove the barriers of
educating girl child.

INTRODUCTION

Education is about exploring our skills and aquire knowledge. It also meant
to mould the social behaviour of people. Stella van Patten Handerson define
education that “ Educators provides a way to think and act in a civilized
manner. Education is a process of self formation and self determination
ethically confirmed conscience”. Education in the present day context is
the most important means of individual improvement, self-discipline,
increase in intellectual capacity, aquire opportunities for achieving goals
and well-being of person. It help to improve human capital, productivity,
and hence, compensation to labour, but it is equally important for enabling
the process of acquisition, assimilation, and communication of information
and knowledge. All together forms a wonderful personality which intended
to help society and nation. Education promotes values and ethics in the life
of people. The knowledge aquires through education not only helps the
individual to build his/ her career but also make them an asset to the
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country. Most importantly, we need to social, economic and political
inclusion of most neglected people from the mainstream of the society who
can contribute to the country with thier achievements. We just need to stop
the orthodox mindset and barriers, if we did so, then can shine on their
own.

Offering basic education for girls is one of the best way of giving them
greater power, enabling them to make genuine choices over the kinds of
lives they wish to lead. The Convention on the Rights of the Child and the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
Women establish it as a basic human right (UN General Assembly,1979)
The woman who might have the chance of a healthier and happier life,equal
status with men as well as life of thier choice. Through this they can achieve
and give tremendous contribution which indirectly improves the country
as well. An educated woman has the skills, information, and self-confidence
to be a better person for society, mother for children and resource for the
nation.

Every year, 23 million girls in India drop out of school after they begin
menstruating due to a lack of sanitary napkin dispensers and overall hygiene
awareness in schools.(Saptharshi Datta, 2018). Lack of awareness and
unhygienic lifestyle creates moral degradation and lot of trouble which
directly influence on girls dropout rates in school to avoid shame. RTE
included adding toilets to schools to solve this problem, but it wasn’t
enough. Therefore, the Department of School Education and Literacy under
the Ministry of HRD started program called Swachh Vidyalaya, which
would add $4,582.91 worth of toilets to schools (RTE, 2009). People’s
perception about girl child especially rural mindset push them to have early
marriage and child. This is another reason they drop out of school. Hence
the present study tries to look after the factor which determines girls
schooling and also analyze the perspective of rural people related to girl’s
education.

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

The following are the main objectives of the study:

1. To analyze the growth of enrolment, dropout, teacher pupil ratio,
infrastructure facilities and retention rate related to girls education
in Karnataka.

2. To analyze the mindset of rural people about providing education
to girls.

3. To study the challenges and opportunities of educated girls for in
job market.
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4. To analyze the problem of girls education in rural area.
5. To evaluate the present condition of rural people related to girls

education.

HYPOTHESES OF THE STUDY

The following hypotheses were formulated for the study:

1. There is significant difference between girls’ and boys’ enrolment
in primary schools of Karnataka.

2. There is significant association between mindset of the parents from
rural area and on girls’ education.

3. The socio-economic factors are positively influencing on girls
enrolment.

METHODOLOGY OF THE STUDY

The present study adopted descriptive method to explain the importance,
need, and advantage of girl’s education, barriers in girl’s education and
policy initiatives and to explain the present status of girls education in
Karnataka as well as India. To analyze and interpret the impact of socio-
economic factors on girls’ education based on both primary and secondary
data analytical study is used.

A. Data Collection: Relevant data has been collected both from primary
and secondary sources. To study the perspective of rural people
and factor determining girl’s education in study area, survey
method was adopted. 50 households are selected randomly. The
study area is Bhuvanakote village of Koppa Taluk, chikkamagaluru
district, Karnataka State. The questionnaire is used as an instrument
of data collection.

The Secondary data collected from Government reports, Journals,
thesis and websites like state report cards, Educational departments
both from central and state governments, periodical educational
survey reports along with educational data from census documents,
NSSO, NFHS, CSO for assessing women’s educational status.

B. Data Analysis: The study used tabulation and charts to analyze
and interpret the data. Simple average method, exponential growth
model, independent sample t-test, chi-square nonparametric test,
and multiple regression models are used in the study. The view of
the objective of the study independent variables considered for the
study.
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The variables considered for the purpose of analysis of data with
respect to the responses given by the respondents were age, sex,
the necessity of education, government policies, and difficulty in
providing education, future perspective and overall mindset of
rural people.

FINDINGS

On the basis of both primary and secondary data analysis several findings
are identified. In the following section, the study has discussed some
important findings in two sub heading namely findings on secondary data
and findings on primary data. They are as follows.

Major findings on secondary data:

• Present scenario reveals girls are consist with 58.65 of the total
population but the literacy rate of the girls is 65.5% whereas the boy’s
literacy rate is 82.15% in India. A lot of socio-economic factors like
tradition, the income of parents, child marriage, the necessity for the
job, etc., affecting in a decrease in girls’ literacy.

• The study reveals the gender gap in the literacy differentials between
men and women over the decades in the state reveals the narrowing of
the gap from 20.0 to 14.7 percent. This is an indication of the
improvement of the literacy status of women. However, this is an overall
trend and hides several disparities.

• The literacy gap among women between urban and rural has widened
from 18.0% points in 1951 to 22.0 percentage points in 2011. As a matter
of fact, this gender gap is far wider than that of the overall male-female
gap in the state, which is 14.7 lag behind the opposite sex in literacy
attainments. The poor literacy level among rural women is also a
reflection of the inefficiency of rural schools in addressing the issues of
girls’ education.

• The study depicts the Child sex ratio in Karnataka also decline from
960 to 943 during 1991-2011. Here again, the child sex ratio is lower in
urban areas than in rural areas.

• Number of public schools in 2007-08 is 56,441 and it is increased to
62,002 in 2016-17. Over the 10 years, we can see only 5,561 schools we
established in Karnataka. According to the exponential growth model
average annual growth of a number of public schools in Karnataka 10%.

• Retention rate 75.5 in 2007-08 and it is 77.51 in 2016-17. We can easily
observe that the retention rate is changing rigorously and it has had
ups and downs over the years.
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• Dropout rate is 3.4% in 2007-08 and 1.39 % in 2016-17. The highest
recorded dropout rate in the decade is 7.51 in 2012-13 and after 2013-14
it is in decreasing trend. The exponential growth model shows the
average annual increase in the dropout rate of public schools in
Karnataka is negative i.e. -9.6% and it is statistically significant.

•  Number of boys enrolled in primary schools is 23,26,097 in 2007-08
and 28,21,256 in 2016-17. Girls enrolled in primary schools were
21,84,707 in 2007-08 and 26,23,090 in 2016-17. The exponential growth
model shows the average annual increase in total enrolment in primary
schools in Karnataka is 0.9% for both boys and girls.

• The average annual increase in female teachers in primary schools in
Karnataka is 2.8%. The number of female teachers also impacts the
enrolment of girls in school. As the number of female teachers increases,
it will surely impact on girl’s enrolment and it is also increasing because
parents likely to send their girl child to the school where there is female
teacher are present. According to the exponential growth model used
in the study reveals an average annual increase in the percentage of
female teachers in Karnataka is 1.4%.

• In the year 2007-08 male literacy rate is 76.1, the female literacy rate is
56.9 and the overall literacy rate is 66.6. In the year 2016-17 the literacy
rate increased to 82.9 in male literacy, 68.1in female literacy, and 75.6 in
overall literacy. It is shown that the male literacy rate is high compared
to female literacy all the years. According to the exponential growth
model, the average annual increase in male literacy rate in Karnataka is
1.2% and female is 2.6%.

• The study describes there are only slight changes in the percentage of
girl’s enrolment over the years and there is not much difference.

• From the study we found that in 2007-08 the percentage of schools with
toilets in public schools of Karnataka is 70.4 and it is 97.1 percent in
2016-17. Here we can see achievement in an increase in the number of
toilets over the decades. According to the exponential growth model
use here given results, there is the average annual increase in the
percentage of girl’s toilets in Karnataka is 8.7%.

Major findings related to primary data

• From the analysis can observe the majority of 70 percent of the
respondents belong to the age group of 36-50 and above 50 in the study
area. Majority of the respondents are females in the study area.

• Analysis revealed that the majority of 62 percent of the respondents
completed either secondary or college education in the study area.
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• We observed 54 percent of the respondents are agriculturist or daily
wage workers in the study area.

• Analysis shows the majority of 84% of the family have only 1 or two
male members in the family of respondents and majority of 88% of
families have only 1 or two female members in the family of respondents
in the study area.

• Analysis shows the majority of 76% of families have only 1 or two
children in the family of respondents in the study area.

• 70 percent of the respondents are receiving below Rs.25000 income per
annum. 78 percent of the respondents own below 3 acres of land. 66
percent of the respondents are spending their income in between 6000
to 20,000 per month.

• It is found from the analysis that nearly 40 percent of the respondents
spend 25 -30 percent of their expenditure on education and only a few
people spend more than that in the study area. If they spend more on
education means they encourage education more naturally.

• Here we can observe that majority of 56 percent of the respondents are
saves below Rs.10000 from their income.

• It is found from the above analysis that the majority of 74 percent of the
respondents completed only school level or illiterate in the study area.

• The study shows 80 percent of the people have fixed assets like both
houses and land in the study area.

• It is found from the analysis that majority of 68 percent of children
going to school in the study area but we cannot neglect 32 percent are
not attending schools regularly because it is not a small number.

• It is found from the analysis that nearly 40% of the schools are located
between 3-4 km in the study area. If the proximity of school increases it
is difficult for the child to go to school so the dropout rate increases and
it is truer in the case of a girl child because of concern for safety and
security.

• 52 percent of the respondents having either cattle rearing or poultry as
livestock assets.

• Analysis shows the majority of 64 percent of children getting midday
meals facility in the schools.

• It is found from the above table that majority of 76 percent of schools in
the study are with toilet facility, but 38 percent schools do not have
proper toilet facility also impact on the status of girl’s education. Even
though schools have toilet buildings, if it doesn’t maintain properly it
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is of no use. 84 percent of schools in the study are drinking water
facilities.

• The analysis shows the majority of 62 percent of respondents have
aware of the educational program in the study area. The study explores
58 percent of the respondents aware of either free cycle or all the
programs related to education by the government in the study area.

• 60 percent of respondents have SHG membership, out of that 68 percent
of respondents does not use the loan amount for education purpose in
the study area.

• It is found from the analysis that the majority of 62 percent of
respondents have agreed to provide education to their girl child.

• It is found from the above table that the majority of 56 percent of
respondents who are members of SDMC not attending a timely meetings
in the study area.

• It is pathetic to mention 64 percent of the schools do not have sufficient
teachers. The analysis describes only 6 percent of the schools are with
efficient teachers, it will lead to having less in education system among
the parents because along with teacher pupil ration efficiency also
matters a lot.

• 60 percent of the respondents don’t have any problem providing
education to their children. The study explains that the majority of 18
respondents out of 30 respondents have the problem of proximity to
school, financial problems or preference to boys.

ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION

Hypothesis testing is one of the important processes in research analysis. It
is used to judge the plausibility of a hypothesis by using available sample
data. The test provides evidence concerning the plausibility of hypothesis
to the given data. The present study also tries to test some of the important
hypothesis related to the selected research problem.

Hypothesis- I

H0: There is no significant difference between girls’ and boys’ enrolment in
primary schools of Karnataka.

H1: There is significant difference between girls’ and boys’ enrolment in
primary schools of Karnataka.

To test this hypothesis, the study has used some of the important
variables like boys and girls enrolment in Karnataka during the year 2007-



116 Namitha Jois K S

08 to 2016-17. Here the study has made an attempt to test the differences
between these two variables with the help of independent sample t –test
for the data. The results of the test have given below.

Table 1: T-Test to test the difference between girls and boys enrolment

Group Statistics

Values N Mean Std. Deviation Std. Error Mean

Enrolment Boys 10 2753290.0000 152389.51414 48189.79562
girls 10 2573721.5000 139089.85468 43984.07402

Independent Samples Test

Levene’s
Test for t-test for Equality of Means

Equality of
Variances

F Sig. T df Sig. Mean Std. Error 95% Confidence Interval
(2- Difference Difference of the Difference

tailed) Lower Upper

Enrolment Equal
variances .021 .886 2.752 18 .013 179568. 65244. 42494. 316642.
assumed 50000 57962 72468 27532

Equal
variances
not 2.752 17.852 .013 179568. 65244. 42413. 316723.
assumed 50000 57962 19601 80399

According to the reported results there is a significant difference
between boys and girls enrolment in primary schools of Karnataka. It has
revealed in the first table that the mean value of boys enrolment is higher
(2753290.0) when compared to the mean value of the girl’s enrolment
(2573721.5) which is also justified by the t-value of 2.752 and it is statistically
significant at 5 percent level. Therefore the null hypothesis, i.e., there is no
significant difference between girls’ and boys’ enrolment in primary schools
of Karnataka is rejected.

Hypothesis II

H0: There is no significant association between mindset of the parents from
rural area and girl’s education.

H1: There is significant association between mindset of the parents from
rural area and girl’s education.

To test this hypothesis, the study has used some of the important
variables like parents agree to continue education and preference for their
children’s education. The main reason for considering the said variables to
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test the above hypothesis is most of the cases parent’s mindset is directly
influences on girls schooling. Further the study has used Chi- square non
parametric test to test the hypothesis with the help of primary data .The
results of the test have given below.

Chi-Square Test

Frequencies

Table 2: Parents opinion about continuing girls education

Parents agree to continue education

Observed N Expected N Residual

Yes 31 25.0 6.0
No 19 25.0 -6.0
Total 50

Table 3: Preference for education

Preference for education

Observed N Expected N Residual

Boys 30 16.7 13.3
Girls 12 16.7 -4.7
Both 8 16.7 -8.7
Total 50

Table 4: Test Statistics

Parents agree to Preference for education
continue education

Chi-Square 2.880a 16.480b

Df 1 2
Asymp. Sig. .090 .000

a. 0 cells (0.0%) have expected frequencies less than 5. The minimum expected cell frequency is
25.0.

b. 0 cells (0.0%) have expected frequencies less than 5. The minimum expected cell frequency is
16.7.

The results of chi-square test are reported in the above table. According
to the above results, it revealed that there is a significant association between
the mindset of people and preference for girl’s education, parents agreed
to continue education with the significant chi-square value (Parents agree
to continue education- 2.880a and preference for education- 16.480b) which
are also statistically significant at 1% and 10% level. It is very clear from
the above analysis that the null hypothesis, i.e., there is no significant
association between the parents mindset and girls schooling is rejected.



118 Namitha Jois K S

Hypothesis III

H0: The socio-economic factors are not positively influencing on girls
enrolment.

H1: The socio-economic factors are positively influencing on girls
enrolment.

To test this hypothesis, the study has used both social and economic
indicators like GSDP and girls’ enrolment as economic indicators and Total
Literacy rate and female literacy rate as social indicators. Further the study
has used multiple regression models to measure the impact of the socio-
economic indicators on girls’ enrolment. The results of the model is reported
in the below table.

Table 5: Multiple Regression model

Dependent Variable: GE
Method: Least Squares
Date: 09/14/21 Time: 14:00
Sample: 2008 2017
Included observations: 10

Variable Coefficient Std. Error t-Statistic Prob.

FL 0.063779 0.258562 1.246668 0.0134
GDP 0.127630 0.024408 5.229058 0.0020
TL 0.110670 0.312771 1.353835 0.0356
C 44.11445 6.095773 7.236892 0.0004

R-squared 0.945321     Mean dependent var 48.97000
Adjusted R-squared 0.917982     S.D. dependent var 0.442342
S.E. of regression 0.126681     Akaike info criterion -1.005110
Sum squared resid 0.096289     Schwarz criterion -0.884076
Log likelihood 9.025552     Hannan-Quinn criter. -1.137885
F-statistic 34.57743     Durbin-Watson stat 1.451916
Prob (F-statistic) 0.000350

The reported results reveal that the socio economic factors are
significantly influencing on girls enrolment in Karnataka during the year
from 2007-08 to 2016-17. The economic indicator i.e., GSDO (Gross State
Domestic Product) is positively influencing on girls enrolment which is
also statistically significant at 5% level with the t value of 5.22. It means
that one percent increase in the level of GSDP which leads to increase girl’s
enrolment by 0.127%. Whereas total literacy also affected positively on girls
enrolment which is statistically significant at 5% level with the t value of
1.35. It means that one percent increase in level of total literacy which leads
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to increase in girl’s enrolment by 0.110%. Similarly female literacy also
significantly influencing on girls enrolment which is statistically significant
at 5% level with t value of 1.24. It means that one percent increase in female
literacy rate which leads to increase in girl’s enrolment by 0.063%. The R
Square of the model is 0.945 which means that 94% of the variations are
explained by exploratory variables. Therefore the null hypothesis i.e., the
socio-economic factors are not positively influencing on girls enrolment is
rejected.

CONCLUSION

Literacy for girls has become a big task both for society as well as the
recipient girl. Literacy for girls is a important for developing/preserving
human resources, they will definitely become national asset. As far the
individual recipient girl, education equips her to enjoy the fruits of social,
economic and political life. Despite massive support for girls education, it
has become a challenge in India.

The socio-economic factors impacts a lot on girls’ schooling. The
perspective and mindset of the parents influences on girl’s education. An
increase in infrastructure facilities at school, the solution to proximity problem,
security status, and educational facilities gives the motivation to increase
enrolment of girls. The analysis further revealed that preference for boys
over girls also a major phenomenon which negatively impacts on educating
the girl child. A case study conducted in Bhuvanakote village revealed that
there are a lot many problems faced by the respondents like proximity of a
school, finance, early marriage, security aspects and preference for boys over
girls are responsible for a decrease in girls schooling. There is a need for
incentives and increase in infrastructure facilities and awareness which
motivate the parents to send their girl child to school regularly.

It is crucial to note that the attitude of people towards girl’s education
will go a long way in explaining the extent to which the people want their
nation to develop.  Education is acts as a instrument for women
empowerment. It changes their lifestyle, employment level, participation
in public life, and also improve their status in society. Even though
considerable progress has been made to facilitate girls’education, the overall
structure still remains unfavourable to them.

Further, the problems associated with elementary education in rural
areas are well known. Lack of interest of parents in educating children,
village economy and financial status of rural people, preference for boys in
providing education, a tradition followed, early marriage are some of the
reasons at home responsible for the declining trends in enrolment girls in
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schools. But there are some factors found in the school environment itself.
Lack of basic requirements like adequate or proper sitting accommodation,
absence of drinking water facility at school, girls toilets, lack of teachers
especially female Teachers and lack modern teaching aids also add to the
problem.

In response to that, the problem has to be tackled at the various levels:
at the level of school administration, at the societal level, and under the
Panchayat System. Some steps have already been taken to increase the intake
of students and to check the problem of dropouts: arrangement of mid-day
meals for school children, provision for scholarships, free books, book banks
and free uniforms are some of such attractions for the children. However,
something more than these attempts is still needed to improve the admission
and retention rate of students especially girls at the elementary level. In
this background, an attempt has been made to assess the impact of socio-
economic factors on girls schooling in the study area.
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